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Title: Historical and Effective Newspaper Design 
Overview and Rationale: Students need to have clear goals in mind for the purposeful design of their publications, so they must have practice and experience in page design, as well as an understanding of design history.  By exploring design history and current trends, students will be able to effectively maximize the impact of their own design decisions, as well as gain a greater appreciation for other publications they will view.

Goals for Understanding: 

Students will be able to:

· Identify common historical elements of page design

· Identify common elements of current page design

· Manipulate current page design of student publication for more effective presentation

· Explain the purpose and 
Essential Questions: 

· What makes effective design?

· What concepts have endured over time?

· What new trends have found acceptance in current design?

Critical Engagement Questions:

· How can a combination of elements create effective page design?

· How can students improve the design of their current publication?

Activities:


Activity One: (One to one and a half 55 minute class periods)

· The teacher will share photocopies of various front-page designs from historical regional or local professional and student publications with students, identifying for students the approximate era of publication.

· Working in teams of two or three, students will identify common elements of design shared by these past publications, marking up the handout copies (see Addendum). *Note-Addendum may grow with discussion.

· Students will report back to the class their findings, including any changes found over a progression of time.

· Discussion about the design elements will be lead by the teacher, who will help students to properly label whenever clarification is necessary.


Activity Two: (One to one and a half 55 minute class periods)
· The teacher will share photocopies of various front-page designs from past issues of the students’ own publication.

· In same groups used in Activity One, students will identify elements of design shared by both the publications used in Activity One and introduced at the beginning of Activity Two.

· Discussions about design elements will be lead this time by students, with the teacher interjecting when necessary for clarification.

Activity Three: (One to one and a half 55 minute class periods)

· Students will view copies of current issues of professional and student publications, working to identify both elements that have endured, as well as those that have changed.

· Students will report back to the class, presenting examples of the identified elements.

· Students will again lead discussion this time, with the teacher clarifying where necessary.

Activity Four: (Two 55 minute class periods)

· Working in the same teams of two or three, students will design a new front page for their publication, incorporating at least two elements that have endured, and two elements that are more recent developments. 

· Students will present their version of the newly designed page to the class, explaining what is enduring and what is more current.  Students will provide justification for their decisions.

Assessment:

· Classroom participation in discussions.

· Response to teacher questioning during Activities 1-3.

· Completed design of new front page, with explanation for choices in design elements.
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